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ANNOTATION

The significance of Earth Observation and Remote Sensing (RS) for monitoring of forest

health and stress in particular is emphasized in numerous documents, directives, laws

and initiatives of international organizations, such as the European Union (EU), the

United Nations (UN) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and various national

strategies and laws. The study objectives of the present Ph.D. thesis are the coniferous

landscapes in the Teyna River Basin. The study subject is the abiotic stress of

coniferous landscapes caused by uranium mining. The aim of the study is to develop a

model for recognition and assessment of abiotic stress of coniferous landscapes

caused by uranium mining, using ground-based biogeochemical, biophysical and field
spectrometry data, and multispectral and hyperspectral very high resolution (VHR)
satellite data. The methods employed in the study are geoinformation methods,
statistical and geostatistical methods, cartography methods, geochemical and
landscape ecology methods. The Ph.D. Thesis is 163 pages and consists of four

Chapters, Conclusions, Contributions, and three Appendices totalling to 13 pages and

comprising © Tables. The Thesis includes 45 Figures, 19 Tables, and 42 Equations in

the main body text. The References include a total of 285 items, of which 101 are in

Cyrilic, and 184 are in Latin. The results have been published in 9 papers and

presented at 6 national or international scientific events. The main results and

contributions of the study are:

1) An assessment of the use of the existing transfer functions, geometrical and
reflection models in RS for detection and assessment of abiotic stress has been
made. The results prove that the hybrid models and joint use of reflectance,
geometric-optical and atmospheric transmittance models provide for reliable
assessment of the biogeochemical properties of coniferous landscapes, and
respectively, of abiotic stress;

2) A dose-response relationship model has been developed and approbated for the
study area of the Teyna River Basin — the /skra uranium-ore section, for two periods:
1993-1996 and 2011, using ground-based biogeochemical, biophysical, and multi-
and hyperspectral satellite data. The model employs several complimentary models
for establishing the dose-response relationships, such as: 1) Digital Landscape
Model (DLM); 2) Geostatistical models of pigment, Leaf Area Index (LAl), heavy
metals, metalloids and radionuclides, and total technogenic pollution coefficient - Z,
distributions; 3) Model of pigment content derived by broadband and narrowband VI
from multispectral and hyperspectral data, and red-edge position; 4) Geodatabase
model;

3) By testing different geostatistical interpolators for clustered point samplings of
geochemical and biophysical data, it has been found out that the optimal interpolator
is the Inverse Multiquadratic Function from the set of Radial Basis Functions (RBF);

4) Based on the reclassified values of the coefficient of total technogenic pollution — Z,
the classes of polluted and abiotically stressed coniferous landscapes in the Teyna
River Basin have been determined;

5) It has been found out that multispectral data can be used to detect abiotic stress in
coniferous landscapes caused by uranium mining;

6) An abiotic exstress in coniferous landscapes has heen found out, based on the blue
shift and red edge position, depth and asymmetry. The exstress manifestation is in
the higher chlorophyll and carotene content in the needles of coniferous landscapes.
This is also supported by field spectrometry and hyperspectral satellite reflectance
data from EO-1/Hyperion;

7) It has been found out that the VIs TCARI and MCARI, as well as the first principal
component (PC1) of the VIs: TCARI, MCARI, PRI and MTVI 2, can be used to detect
and assess abiotic stress in coniferous landscapes caused by uranium mining.
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REVIEW OF SPECTRAL VEGETATION INDICES AND METHODS
FOR ESTIMATION OF CROP BIOPHYSICAL VARIABLES

Ilina Kamenova, Lachezar Filchev, Iliana Ilieva
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Abstract

In present article a brief overview is presented on spectral vegefation indices and methods
Jfor estimation of crop main biophysical variables and their proxies. The main VIs used in estimation
of nitrogen and chlorophyll, biomass, LAI and fAPAR, fCover, and photosynthesis are sunimarized.
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Abstract: Land cover is one of the key terrestrial variables uzed for monitoring and as input for
modelling in support of achieving the United Nations Strategical Development Goals. Global and
Continental Land Cover Products (GCLCs) aim to provide the required harmonized information
background across areas; thus, they ame not being limited by national or other administrative
nomenclature boundaries and their production approaches. Momeover, their increased spatial
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mesolution, and consequently their local relevance, is of high importance for users at a local scale.
Druring the last decade, several GCLCs were developed, including the Global Historical Land-Cover
Change Land-Use Conversions (GLC), the Globeland-30 (GLOB), Corine-2012 (CLC) and GMES/
Copernicus Initial Operation High Resolution Layers (GIOS). Accuracy assessment is of high
importance for product credibility towards incorporation into decision chains and implementation
procedumns, especially at local scales. The present study builds on the collaboration of scientists
participating in the Global Observations of Forest Cover—Global Observations of Land Cover
Dynamics (GOFC-GOLD), South Central and Eastern European Regional Information Network
(SCERIN). The main objective is to quantitatively evaluate the accuracy of commonly used GCLCs at
selected representative study anreas in the SCERIN geographic amea, which is charackrized by extrems
diversity of landscapes and environmental conditions, heavily affected by anthropogenic impacts
with similar major socio-economic drivers. The employed validation strategy for evaluating and
comparing the different products is detailed, representative results for the selected areas from nine
SCERIN countries are presented, the specific regional differences ame identified and their underlying
causes ame discussed. In general, the four GCLCs products achieved relatively high overall accuracy
rates: 74-98% for GLC (mean: 93.8%), 73-92% for GLOB (mean: 90.6%), 74-91% for CLC (mean: 89%)
and 72-98% for GIOS (mean: 91.6%), for all selected areas. In most cases, the CLC product has the
low er scores, while the GLC has the highest, cdosely followed by GIOS and GLOB. The study mevealed
overall high credibility and validity of the GCLCs products at local scale, a result, which shows
expected benefit even for local /regional applications. Identified class dependent specificities in
different landscape types can guide the local users for their reasonable usage in local studies. Valuabke
information is generated for advancing the goals of the intemational GOFC-GOLD program and
aligns well with the agenda of the NASA Land-Cover/ Land-Use Change Program to improve the
quality and consistency of space-derived higher-level products.

Keywords: land cover; earth observation; validation; weighted accuracy; confidence kevels;
inter-comparison; SCERIN
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Abstract

The Bulgarian coastal zone is exposed to wide variety of natural hazards, where their complex impact may cause
negative social and economic consequences and environmental changes. To improve the understanding of such
dangerous and destructive processes, a new knowledge and techniques are required. Satellite imagery is critical to
deliver a clear picture on the extent of devastation after any disaster that is happening on Bulgarian territory. In recent
years, with becoming operational, Copernicus data and products become as well freely available to the scientific
community and end users. To address the national needs and priorities, set out in the National Strategy for Disaster
Risk Reduction 2017-2030, this paper provides a systematic analysis of the Copernicus data for the purposes of
compiling different cartographic products and maps for monitoring of equatorial and adjacent terrestrial ecosystems. A
comparative review of optical and radar satellite images comprising the data archive since the beginning of 90th and
data from Copernicus initiative till now covering the western Black Sea area is presented. The data analysis will
contribute to develop wide-range monitoring of the potential endangered areas, detection of slow surface movements
and delineation of destructive natural hazard events. We complimented the analysis with tracking time changes of the
coastal area for the last three decades for the test risk region of northern Bulgarian coast. This region is undergone on
the recent vertical crustal movements, active landslide processes, and coastal abrasion, it is one of the regions in
Bulgaria with a high seismic risk. The importance of Sentinel data for monitoring in Bulgaria is discussed, taking into
account that the Bulgarian National program for disasters preparedness and risk mitigation is harmaonized with the EUJ
policy of natural hazard risk mitigation.

Keywords: Copernicus Program, natural hazard, optical satellite data, radar satellite data, Black Sea region

INTRODUCTION

Natural hazards monitoring is one of the important activities included in the disaster risk reduction (DRR) strategies on
different management level. The national policy of Bulgaria in this field is regulated by a number of normative
documents, which determine the roles of involved stakeholders and their responsibilities, regulate the terms and
conditions for the functioning of the National System for early warning and alert, and the establishing of scientific
monitoring networks.
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Estimation of biophysical and biochemical variables of winter wheat
through Sentinel-2 vegetation indices
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Abstract

Dimitrov, P., Kamenova, 1., Roumenina, E., Filchev, L., Ilieva, 1., Jelev, G., Gikov, A., Banov, M., Krasteva,
V., Kolehakov, V., Kercheva, M., Dimitrov. E., & Miteva. N. (2019) Estimation of biophysical and biochemi-
cal variables of winter wheat through Sentinel-2 vegetation indices. Bulgarian Journal of Agricultural Sci-
ence, 25(5), 819-832

Traditionally, the growth and physiological status of winter wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) is monitored in the field
by measuring different biophysical and biochemical variables such as Above Ground Biomass (AGB), Nitrogen content
(N), N uptake, Leaf Area Index (LAI), Fraction of vegetation Cover (fCover), Canopy Chlorophyll Content (CCC), and
fraction of Absorbed Photosynthetically Active Radiation (FAPAR). The objective of this study was to investigate the
possibility of estimating these crop variables through statistical regression modelling and spectral vegetation indices de-
rived by the Sentinel-2 satellites. Field data were collected over two growing seasons, 2016/2017 and 2017/2018, in test
fields around Knezha, northern Bulgaria. A combination of spectral data from Sentinel-2 images and field spectroscopy
obtained through the first growing season was used for model calibration and cross-validation. The models were further
validated with Sentinel-2 image data from the second growing season. The accuracy of the models varied widely across
crop variables. According to the cross-validation, the relative RMSE was below 25% for fAPAR, fCover, and fresh AGB,
with particularly good result for FAPAR (13%). For N content and dry AGB the error was between 25% and 30%. The
accuracy was low for CCC, LAI and N uptake (error between 30% and 43%). The models” performance was worse when
they were applied to the data from the second growing season, resulting in relative RMSE which were 3-8% higher in the
general case. The cross-validation results suggested that the variety-specific models are more accurate than the generally
calibrated models for most crop variables. The accuracy obtained in this study for the prediction of fAPAR, fCover and
AGBT through Vs is promising. Future studies and incorporation of new field data will be needed to better account for
variely, season, and site variations in the modelled relationships and to improve their generalisation potential.

Keywords. biomass; canopy chlorophyll: leaf area; nitrogen content; satellite imagery
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Sub-Pixel Crop Type Classification Using PROBA-V
100 m NDVI Time Series and Reference Data from
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Abstract: This paper presents the results of a sub-pixel classification of crop types in Bulgaria
from PROBA-V 100 m normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) time series. Two sub-pixel
classification methods, artificial neural network (ANN) and support vector regression (SVR) were
used where the output was a set of area fraction images (AFlIs) at 100 m resolution with pixels
containing estimated area fractions of each class. High-resolution maps of two test sites derived

from Sentinel-2 classifications were used to obtain training data for the sub-pixel classifications.

The estimated area fractions have a good correspondence with the true area fractions when aggregated
to regions of 10 x 10 km?, especially when the SVR method was used. For the five dominant classes
in the test sites the R? obtained after the aggregation was 86% (winter cereals), 81% (sunflower), 92%
(broad-leaved forest), 89% (maize), and 67% (grasslands) when the SVR method was used.

Keywords: crop mapping; Sentinel-2; sub-pixel classification; area fraction images
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CROP TYPE MAPPING USING MULTI-DATE IMAGERY
FROM THE SENTINEL-2 SATELLITES

Alexander Gikov, Petar Dimitrov, Lachezar Filchev,
Eugenia Roumenina, Georgi Jelev

(Submiteed by Comresponding Member P. Velinow on April 19, 2019)

Abstract

This paper presents the results of a crop type mapping exercizse conductaed
in two study areas in Bulgaria and based on data from the Sentinel-2 (52)
satellites. A mmlti-date maximuom likelihood classification approach was nsed
in which nine spectral bands from three cloud-free images, well distribited
across the prowing season, were used. Validation was performed using field
data collected as part of the study and data from the Intesrated Administration
and Control System (IACS) dataset. Depending on the validation dataset and
the study area, an overall accuracy of T4-95%, was achieved after the crop type
maps were post-processed by mode filtering. Further increase in accuracy may
be obtained if parcel boundaries, as defined in the TACS dataset, are used to
apprepate the per-pixel classification to a parcel level

Key words: remote sensing, Sentinel 2, satellite imagery, crop mapping,
maximum likelihood classification
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Web based EMF monitoring in urban environment
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8 Kliment Ohridski Blvd, 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

ABSTRACT

The development of mobile communications in the past decade imposed a real risk to human health. The ever growing
technology needs and developments in the telecommunication technology are one of the environmental issues of the
urban environments. One solution to accommodate the technology developments is to optimize the mobile
communications network which is a topic of investigation of many scientific and technology teams. In order to optimize
the network it is necessary to make regular measurements and assess the risk on human health and optimize the mobile
network on the basis of software defined radio /SDR/. In European Union /EU/ and in Bulgaria are present regulations
for the control of electromagnetic field /EMF/ emissions. Investigation of the EMF pollution on the territory of Sofia
municipality is performed within the domain from 100 MHz to 7 GHz using standard measurement equipment, and
portative field spectrometer based on SDR. The characteristics of the three spectrometers provide for a more in depth
analysis of the EMF sources. The field measurements are continuous during day and nighttime. The data is stored in a
personal geodatabase format (ESRI Inc., Academic license) and MySQL and stored on the FTP server of Technical
University /TU/ of Sofia IT infrastructure. The data is visualized on a web-portal developed by TU team. In conclusion
is analyzed the opportunities for urban developments in view of urban planning for the development of the city of Sofia
i compliance with national and EU environmental legislation.

Kevwords: EMF monitoring. urban environment, database. EU environmental legislation, Software defined radio
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Qualitative evaluation and within-field mapping of winter wheat crop
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Abstract

Roumenina. E., Jelev, G., Dimitrov, P., Filchev, L., Kamenova, I., Gikov, A.. Banov. M., Krasteva, V., Kercheva,
M. & Kolchakov. V. (2020). Qualitative evaluation and within-field mapping of winter wheat crop condition using
multispectral remote sensing data. Bulg. J. Agric. Sci., 26 (6). 1129-1142

This study presents a method for evaluation and mapping of winter wheat crop condition using a set of crop variables, e.g.
leaf area index (LAI), fraction of absorbed photosynthetically active radiation (FAPAR), fraction of vegetation cover (fCover),
fresh above ground biomass (AGBf). and Nitrogen uptake derived from multispectral imagery. First, the crop condition is as-
sessed with respect to each variable using a qualitative. three-grade scale. In a second step, these individual assessments are
combined to produce assessment map of the crop’s general condition, discriminating between three possible conditions — Good,
Fair, or Poor. The method was tested on winter wheat fields in Bulgaria in two agricultural years — 2016/2017 at phenological
growth stage (FGS) Z31 to Z34 and 2017/2018 at FGS Z30. The results presented were based on Sentinel-2 satellite imagery
(at 20 m spatial resolution) and imagery from Specialized Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (SUAV) sense FlyeBee Ag, equipped
with Parrot Sequoia camera (resampled to 10 m spatial resolution). The remotely sensed crop condition was validated against
independent ground-based assessments in a number of elementary sampling units (ESUs). The proposed approach proved to
be effective and the crop condition was accurately determined in 87% — 94% of the ESUs depending on the FGS/agricultural
year and the imagery type. We observed only minor differences in the areas of the three crop conditions when mapped with
Sentinel-2 and Parrot Sequoia data.

Keywords: winter wheat: crop condition; assessment map: Sentinel-2: Parrot Sequoia camera
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Abstract

This article provides an overview of worldwide web and e-Learning resources for Earth
Observation (EQ) education for secondary schools. The main EQ education inifiatives suppoited by
international, EU and national organizations. The article elaborates on future prospects of EQ
education in the education system its relevance for the society and its connection with STEM subjects.
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CROP TYPE MAPPING IN BULGARIA USING SENTINEL-1/2 DATA

Petar Dimitrov, Lachezar Filchev, Eugenia Roumenina, Georgi Jelev
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Abstract

Advanced possibilities have emerged in the recent years for semi-automatic crop tpe
mapping at national level due to the availability of Sentinel-1 and -2 satellite data. In this study, 14
crop fype classes were mapped over Bulgaria using three bi-monthly composite image mosaics for 2019
generated in the Google Earth Engine (GEE) cloud computing platform. The overall accuracy when
both Sentinel-1 and -2 mosaics were used was 78%, while the accuracy was slightly less when only
Sentinel-2 data was used (75%). The accuracy was highest for “Cereals”, “Muize”, “Sunflower”,
“Winter rapeseed”, and “Rice” - over 80% for both user’s and producer’s. However, the accuracy for
classes such as “Vegetables”, “Technical crops”, “Forage crops”, “Fallow”, etc. was low. These
classes represent categories suitable for the agricultural practice and stafistics but are too general and
difficult to distinguish using satellite data. It was found also that accuracy tend to be higher for larger
parcels. Using composites with higher frequency and adapting the legend classes to include only erops
which are similar in phenology and morphology are suggested as possible ways forward.
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Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Space Research and Technology Institute.
Aerospace Research in Bulgaria. 27, 2015, Sofia

LAND-USE/LAND-COVER CHANGE OF BISTRISHKO BRANISHTE
BIOSPHERE RESERVE USING SENTINEL-2 SIMULATED DATA

Lachezar Filchey

Space Research and Technology Institute — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
e-mail: lachezarhfi@space.bas.bg

Abstract

The aim of this study is the evaluation of changes in land-use/land-cover on the ferritory of
Bistrishko Branishte biosphere reserve (UNESCO, MAB), Vitosha, with the use of simulated
Sentinel-2 data. For this puipose the CHRIS/PROBA image acquired on 22 June 2012, and on
28 September 2012 are geometrically and armospheric corvected and co-registered. The topographic
normalization is applied fo the second image due fo shadows cast on the slopes of the Valley of the
river Bistrica. In order fo simulate the Sentinel-2 bands, the spectral channels of the CHRIS/PROBA
are spectraly resampled to spectral width of the Sentinel-2 bands. The spatial resampling of the
Sentinel-2 bands 1s done using a Landsat 7 ETM + panhvomatic band (15 m). On the classification of
land-use/land-cover an accuracy assessment and cross-validation is made by using ground-based
data. The resuits show that between 60 ha and 72 ha of coniferous plants were devastated by a forest
fire in 2012. the results obtained demonsirate the ability of the Senfinel-2 mission to detect sudden
changes in land-use/land-cover caused by forest fires.

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Space Research and Technology Institute.
Aerospace Research in Bulgaria. 28, 2016, Sofia

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS BETWEEN MODIS LST LEVEL-3
PRODUCT AND IN-SITU TEMPERATURE DATA FOR ESTIMATION
OF URBAN HEAT ISLAND OF SOFIA

Ivan Yanevl, Lachezar Filchey’

i . .
ESRI Bulgaria, Ltd., Sofia, Bulgaria

“Space Research and Technology Institute — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
e-mail: ivan.yanevinail@gmail.com

Abstract

In present study we use global eight-day MODIS Land Suiface Temperature (LST) and
Emissivify Level-3 satellife producits (MODI1142 and MYDI1142) with in-situ data from aufomatic
weather stations (AWS) to analyze usability and reliability of satellite derived LST data for Urban
Heat Island estimation for the city of Sofia, Bulgaria. In order to achieve the study aim the tervesmrial
measurements fiom eight AWS were compared fo the extracted pixel values from the MODIS LST
Level-3 products. The so formed time-series were averaged to align with MODIS LST Level-3
products and gap-filled using the established relationship behween the satellite and terrestrial dafa. 4
very strong positive relationship (R°~0.97 at 95% confidence interval) was found for the eight ground
AWS which readings were analyzed on a diurnal and seasonal basis for the vear of 2013. It is
suggested thar the pronounced diurnal and seasonal variations in the trends and correlation berween
satellite and in situ temperature data were primarily velated to the different land-use/land-cover fipe
of the mixed pixel of MODIS.
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Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Space Research and Technology Institute.
Aerospace Research in Bulgaria. 29, 2017, Sofia

ASSESSMENT OF THE LAND SURFACE TEMPERATURE DYNAMICS
IN THE CITY OF SOFIA USING LANDSAT SATELLITE DATA

Ivan Yanev', Lachezar Filchev’

'ESRI Bulgaria Ltd.
“Space Research and Technology Institute — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
e-mail: ivan.yanevinail@gmail.com

Abstract
The article presents the first aftempt to analyse the urban heat island of the city of Sofia

using satellite data. For this purpose the thermal data from Landsat ETM+ and TIRS sensors have
been used. A statistical analysis of the results was carvied out as well as an analvsis of the changes in
the surface temperature for the selected fime interval — 2000-2015. The impact of the fype of land
cover was analvzed. For this purpese, a visual land-cover classification has been drawn up, whereby
the surveved tervitory is divided info 16 classes. 4 detailed analvsis of the data over the entire survey
period shows a gradual rise in the cify's temperature due to the change in the urban environment.
One of the conclusions of the stury is that thermal images over time can be successfully used fo detect

changes in the land cover by temporal analysis.
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Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Space Research and Technology Institute.
Aerospace Research in Bulgaria. 33, 2021, Sofia

A REVIEW OF EARTH OBSERVATION RESOURCES FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION - PART II

Lachezar Filchev, Ioannis Manakos’, Rainer Renter’, Garo Mardirossian’,
. . - - . - - . . 22
Tsveta Srebrova", Lubomira Kralevaf, Dimitar Dnmrmv‘, alliroi Marini-,
Andreas Rienow’

ISpace Research and Technology Institute — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences;
e-mail: lachezarhfi@space.bas.bg, G.Mardirossian@space.bas.bg, lkraleva(@eeobss.space,
Tsveta_Srebrova(@space.bas.bg
’Information Technologies Institute of the Centre for Research and Technology Hellas,

(<] u
Thessaloniki, Greece, e-mail: imanakos(@iti.gr, marini{@iti.gr
3Carl von Ossietzky Universitdit Oldenbure, Germany, Germany;
] & ! !
e-mail: rainer.reuter{@uni-oldenburg.de
‘National Instifute in Geophysics, Geodesy and Geography — Bulgarian Acadenmy of
Sciences; e-mail: clgdimi@abv.bg
“Ruhr-University, Bochum, Germany;
e-mail: andreas.rienow@ruhr-uni-bochum.de

Keywords: Secondary school, science education, Earth Observation education, STEM,
EO, e-Learning.

Abstract

This article is a continuation of an overview of the contemporary resources for Earth
Observation (EQ) education for secondary schools. The themes covered by the sequel are the main
EO education initiatives supported by internatfional, EU and nafional organizations, outreach
activities, citizen scientists ' projects and fiee and open source software (FOSS) EO fools. The article
elaborates on firture prospects of EQ resources developments in the education system its relevance
for the society and its connection with STEM subjects.
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OOBPW NPAKTUKWU B BBIITAPWUA 3A NPUNOXEHUE
HA CMbTHUKOBW OAHHW B SEMEAENWETO U NAHOWA®THO-
EKONOr’M4HUA MOHUTOPUHI

Feopru Xene., NTtbyesap ®unyes, BaHa CtameHoBa, Bacun Bacunes,
MeTbp OumutpoB, AnekcaHabp Mukos, EBreHna PymeHuHa, Ctecpad CtameHOB

HHemumym 3a KocMuvecku uscriedsaHus u mexHonoaul — Bbnzsapcka akademus Ha Haykume
e-mail: gjelev@space.bas.bg

Knroyosu Qymu: ciemAukosu daHHU, 3eMedenue, eKonosuvHUA MOHUMOPUHE

Pe3toMe: Pabomama e roceemeHa Ha HAKOU OM OCHOSHUME u3cnedsaHus 6 obnacmma Ha
MpUMoXeHUeMo Ha aepoKOCMUYeckU OaHHU & 3emederniuemo U NaHoWaghmHo-eKoNo2UYHUS MOHLUMOPUHE
Ha mepumopusama Ha bvnzapus, nposedeHu om 4neHoseme Ha Cekyus JucmaHyuoHHU uscnedsaHus u
MICY kbm VIHCmumym 3a kocMuYecku uscnedsaHus u mexHonozsuu — BAH.

BEST PRACTICES IN SATELLITE DATA APPLICATIONS FOR AGRICULTURE
AND LANDSCAPE-ECOLOGICAL MONITORING IN BULGARIA

Georgi Jelev, Lachezar Filchev, Vanya Stamenova, Vassil Vassilev,
Petar Dimitrov, Aleksandar Gikov, Eugenia Roumenina, Stefan Stamenov

Space Research and Technology Institute — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
e-mail: gjelev@space.bas.bg
Keywords: satellite data, agriculture, environmental monitoring
Abstract: The work is dedicated to some of the basic research in the application of aerospace data in

agriculture and landscape-ecological monitoring on the territory of Bulgaria, carried out by members of the
Section "Remote Sensing and GIS" at the Space Research and Technologies Institute - BAS.
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SATWEBMARE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF THE
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE BULGARIAN COASTAL ZONE

O. Kounchev, L. Pashova, L.Filchev, D. Kalaglarski, V. Craciunescu, V. Galabov, E. Peneva,
M. Ilieva, B. Srebrov, Z. Bibov

* Institute of Mathematics and Informatics — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Bulgaria,
https://satwebmare.wordpress.comy

Abstract. The coastal zones have important ecological. social, and economic impact on the human life
and are undergoing the severe anthropogenic degradation that is happening against the backdrop of
environmental alterations due to climate change. To address the challenges of present and future
environmental changes in coastal areas, this article aims to represent a prototype of Web-based integrated
system SatWebMare designed to provide through geo-portal innovative products and services for
integrated coastal zone management of the Bulgarian coastal zone. inline with the nowadays concepts of
Big Data. The SatWebMare prototype system will combine geo-database sets from different sources,
which will be used for improving a spatial and temporal accuracy of modeling the air-land-sea inferaction
processes and their forecast. An overview of the system architecture consisting of three main modules
will be presented. The SatWebMare geo-portal aims to provide an access to products and services with
added-value information for ministries, agencies, local authorities, and other stakeholders in support of
the integrated coastal zone management.

Keywords: Earth Observation, Bulgarian coastal zone, Geoportal. Open Source, Big Data
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Challenges and Solutions for Utilizing Earth Observations in

the "Big Data" era

Lachezar Filchev

Space Research and Technology Institute,
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences - SRTI-BAS,
URL: hitp://www.space.bas.bg/Eng/Eng.html

Lyubka Pashova

National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy and
Geography, the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences - NIGGG-BAS,

URL: hitp:/mwww.niggg.bas.bg/en/

Vasil Kolev

Institute of mformation and Communication
Technologies, the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences - IICT-BAS,

URL: hitp./Awww.iict.bas.bg/EN/

Stuart Frye

National Aeronautics and Space
Administration — NASA,

URL: hitps:/Anvw.nasa.gov/

lachezarhf{@space.bas.bg

Ipashova.niggg@gmail.com

kolev_acad@abv.bg

stuart.w.fiye@nasa.gov

Abstract

The ever-growing need of data preservation and their systematic analysis
contributing to sustainable development of the society spurred in the past decade,
numerous Big Data projects and initiatives are focusing on the Earth Observation
(EO). The number of Big Data EO applications has grown extremely worldwide
almost simultaneously with other scientific and technological areas of the human
knowledge due to the revolutionary technological progress in the space and
information technology sciences. The substantial contribution to this development are
the space programs of the renowned space agencies, such as NASA. ESA,
Roskosmos. JAXA. DLR. INPE. ISRO. CNES etc. A snap-shot of the current Big
Data sets from available satellite missions covering the Bulgarian territory is also
presented. This short overview of the geoscience Big Data collection with a focus on
EO will emphasize to the multiple Vs of EO in order to provide a snapshot on the
current state-of-the-art in EQ data preservation and manipulation. Main modern
approaches for compressing, clustering and modelling EO in the geoinformation
science for Big Data analysis, interpretation and visualization for a variety of
applications are outlined. Special attention is paid to the contemporary EQ data
modelling and visualization systems.

Keywords: Geo-sensor networks, Earth Observations. Big Data, Data bases. EO
Analytics
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Complex Assessment of Winter Wheat Growing Conditions in Northwestern Bulgaria

Viktor KOLCHAKOV', Milena KERCHEVA* Martin BANOV?, Veneta KRASTEVA®, Eugenia
ROUMENINA?, Petar DIMITROV®, Georgi JELEV’, Lachezar FILCHEV?, Emil DIMITROV?,
Alexander GIKOV!"

Abstract

The objective of the study is to make a complex assessment of the winter wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) statusin
case of two commonly used varieties in Bulgaria - , Annapurna” and ,Enola”, grown on Chernozems
mNorthwestern Bulgaria. Thirty elementary sampling units (ESUs) have been located on the field units’
territory for performing the observations on phenological stages, presence of weeds, crop disease and pests
and for collecting of soil and plant samples for laboratory analyzes. The following indicators were used to
evaluate the growing conditions of the crop during the phenophases: sum of precipitation; land evaluation; soil
nutrient supply: soil moisture supply: number of emerged plants per area; height of plants; weight of the
aboveground dry biomass; number of stems per area; number of productive tillers per area; Nitrogen uptake
by plants; presence of weeds:crop damage caused by diseases and pests.A three-stage ranking of the crop
conditions was defined: 3 - high, 2 - average and 1 - low. The complex evaluation of the development of the
crop throughout the growing season is presented as an arithmetic mean of the indicators estimates for each
phenological phase. The complex assessment for the studied field Units ranges from average to high according
to the conditions and the state of the crop during the whole growing season.

Keywords: winter wheat, growing conditions, ranking, Chernozems
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DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE ON EARTH OBSERVATION
FROM SPACE AMONG STUDENTS
Garo Mardiressian, Lachezar Filchev

Absrtact: One of the most powerful and effective applications of space science and technology is in earth
observation from space. Despite its great importance, which will inevitably grow in the future, the theme of
these space technologies is absent from traditional school education. This motivates the importance of spreading
space knowledge among learners, in particular for studying Earth from space. The article briefly examines the
perennial activities of scientists from the Space Research and Technology Institute at the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences for the dissemination of knowledge on the study of Earth from space among learners. Specific
examples outline the main guidelines in this activity — publishing books and brochures, realization of targeted
projects, seminars and lectures, organization of exhibitions, publication of scientifically popular articles in
school newspapers, etc.

Kev words: space science and technology, earth observation from space, activities, dissemination of knowledge,
learners
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SATWEBMARE INTERACTIVE WEB-MAPPING SYSTEM
IN SUPPORT OF THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT
OF THE BULGARIAN COASTAL ZONE

Vasile Craciunescu', Ognyan Kounchev?, Damyan Kalaglarski’, Lyubka Pashova®,
Lachezar Filchev?®, Vasko Galabov®, Maya Ilieva’, Bozhidar Srebrov?

!Romanian National Meteorological Administration (Meteo Romania),
Soseaua Bucuresti-Ploiesti 97, Bucharest, Romania
Institute of Mathematics and Informatics — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
*Intellics Engineering Ltd.
*National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy and Geography, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
Sofia, Bulgaria
*Space Research and Technology Institute, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
®National Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology, Sofia, Bulgaria
"Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences,
Institute of Geodesy and Geoinformatics, Wroctaw, Poland

PE3IOME

B cmamusma e npedcmasen npezned Ha
paspaGomean  HPOMOMUN  HA  UHMEPAKMUBHA
ye6 xapmozpagpcka cucmema SatWebMare 3a
Gonzapckamaxpaibpencna sona. Mnmepaxmusnama
cucmema e npoexmupana 0a npedocmass pes
260H0PMAN UHOBAMUSHI HPOJYKMLU U YCayel 3a
uHmezpupano  ynpasieue Ha - xpatibpexcxama
30Ha. Yeb wxapmozpagcxama cucmema KomMOuHupa
2000aHHU  OM  PASNIUHHU

USMOYHULLU Kamao

camenumHy  U306PANEHUS, KAPMU, 8eKIMOopHU
caoege u Opyeu mabopu om Oannu. Haxpamio
e pazenedaro cedepicaruemo Ha SatWebMare
eeonopmana. Upes cucmemnus ye6 urmeppeiic
uje 6vde ocuzypern Oocmen 00 NPUACNECHUS U
npodykmu ¢ nodoGpeHa nPOCHMPAHCMBEHA U BPeMesd
pasdenumenta cnocobHocm 3a mpu 00nACU HA
UMMEPEC — MOPCKU BBIHOBU KIUMAM, HPUPOOHU
ONACHOCHOCIIU 1 260MAZHEMUIBM 3a 0bN2APCKOMO
ipatibpexcue. Yeo wapmoepagpcrama cucmema ce
paspabomsa ¢ usnonszgave Ha c8ob00eH copmyep ¢
omsopen x0d, OGS cmandapmu u 6 coomeemcmeue
¢ npenopexume na Esponeiickama Oupexmuea
INSPIRE. Cned wenxHomo paspabomeare Ha
HPOMOMUNHAMA CUCIEMd, A e H0360nU da ce
ocueypu docmen do npodykmi U ycayeu ¢ dobasena
CMOLIHOCH, KOUMO ca NONE3HU 3d MUHUCIMEPCMEA,
A2eHLULL, MECIMHU BAACHY U 0Pyl 3AUHMEPECOBAH
cmpati 8 NOOKPenda Ha B3EMAHEMO HA PELUEHLS.

Kmouosu gymmn: npoexm SatWebMare, ye6
kapmozpagupare, Habrwoderue Ha Semama,
uHmezpuparo ynpasnenue Ha 6pezosama 3ona, Yepro
mope, benzapcxo kpaiibpencue

ABSTRACT

The article aims to represent a general overview
of the prototype web-mapping interactive system
SatWebMare for the Bulgarian coastal zome. The
interactive system is designed to provide through geo-
portal innovative products and services for integrated
coastal zone management. The web-mapping system
combines geo-databases from different sources such
as satellite imagery, maps, vector layers and other

datasets. The content of the SatWebMare Geo-Portal
is briefly outlined. The web-interface system will
provide access to applications and products with an
improved spatial and temporal resolution for three
areas of inlerest - sea waves, natural hazards and
geomagnetism in the Area of Interest (AOI). The web-
mapping system is developing based on the free and
open-source software, OGS standards and following
the EU INSPIRE Directive recommendations. Once
the prototype system is fully developed, it will enable
to provide access to value-added products and services
that are useful to ministries, agencies, local authorities
and other stakeholders in support of the decision
making.

Keywords: SatWebMare project, Web-mapping, Earth
observation, integrated coastal zone management, the
Black Sea, Bulgarian coastal zone
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